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NEWS RELEASE
PUBLISHED AUTHORS, POETS WILL READ DURING UD'S FIRST LITERARY FEST,
FEATURING BOOK SALE AND CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES
DAYTON, Ohio- Author Samia Serageldin of Chapel Hill, N.C., will join poets and
writers from the Miami Valley in helping launch the University of Dayton's first literary festival.
Sponsored by the University's graduate students in English, the fest will feature poetry
readings, a book sale and children's activities from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, April21, at
several locations on campus. The fest is open to the public and there is no charge for admission.
Serageldin, who teaches Arabic at Duke University and recently published her first
novel, The Cairo House, will read from her book at 1 p.m. in the Jesse Philips Humanities Center
plaza. She'll be joined by published poets and authors from campus and the Miami Valley who
will read excerpts throughout the event in the plaza.
Harry Potter will be the theme and focus of a variety of children's games and activities,
that will be held under a tent in the lawn east of Kennedy Union. In addition, students from
Dayton-area schools were invited to submit entries for a writing contest, challenging students to
use their creativity and knowledge of Harry Potter and company in poetry and essay contest
categories. Winners will be announced and invited to read their entries at the festival.
Graduate English student Cindi Lewis, who has been helping to coordinate the event,
said fellow students have been working for weeks to solicit books for the fest's used-book sale
that will also be held in Kennedy Union field. "Our focus has been to find fiction, drama,
poetry and children's books, but we also accepted textbooks, audio-books and anything else
that even vaguely resembled a book," Lewis said.
In addition, Borders Books, Music & Cafe and Half Price Books will set up sale tables.
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From 8 p.m. to midnight, students will meet in the Kennedy Union Pub for poetry
readings and to compete in a "poetry slam"- an open-mike, timed "poetic free-for-all," Lewis
said. "It's hard to explain but it's a lot of fun. Basically, students will get up and recite
makeshift poetic - and sometimes not so poetic -verse, then the next person either recites in
reply or starts a new topic in an attempt to 'one-up' the person before. We will name winners at
the end of the sessions."
Lewis said the she and her fellow students planned the festival to draw attention to the
graduate program in English at UD. "It's a very good program, and we intend to make this an
annual event," she said. "As far as we know, there are only two other university-sponsored
literary festivals in Ohio. We'd like to set the stage to make this the best in the state."
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